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Chapter two

Pillars of Islam: beliefs and practises

Your Muslim neighbor may be Indonesian, North African, Middle Eastern,
Central Asian or from the West, and you will find a wide variety of
expressions in the practice of Islam originating from these different places.
Some of your friends will be pious and others much more secular. However,
all of them will be in agreement on the five pillars of Islam. These pillars
are core to Islam, and while there may be some slight differences in
meaning and the way in which they are practiced, these five pillars are
relatively standard.

1. Shahada (the witness)
The first pillar is the shahada, or the witness of Islam:

I witness that there is no god but Allah, and that Muhammad is the
messenger of Allah.

Repeating this creed is the entry point into Islam. More than once my
friends would try and get me to repeat the shahada, as simple repetition will
get you started on the “right path.” Of course, a good Muslim will tell you
that it must be repeated with the heart and cannot just be words that are
uttered without meaning. Where I lived it was to be repeated three times to
have effect and demonstrate loyalty to God and the prophet Muhammad. It
is a serious commitment to repeat the shahada in the presence of a Muslim
and should not be taken lightly.

Within this creed is the essence of Islamic theology. First is the
statement that there is no god but Allah. The purpose is to remind the



listener that polytheism (the worship of more than one god) is not to be
tolerated.

According to Muslim tradition, Muhammad grew up in a polytheistic
society where pilgrims came from great distances to Mecca to worship at
the Kaaba (cube), dedicated to the main god of this shrine, Hubal. Built
into the side of the Kaaba was a meteorite that was considered holy
because it had fallen from heaven. Muhammad saw the fallacy of this
practice, even though religious pilgrimages made Mecca a wealthy city. To
this day pilgrimages are made to Mecca and the Kaaba is still central to
Muslim worship; however, all the shrines and other deities were cast out.
Now only Allah is to be worshiped there.

Second, Muhammad was the messenger or Rasool of God. Within
Islam there are two types of prophet. One is simply a man of God who is
recognized for his holy life. The second is one who delivers a specific
message for God. Muhammad is one who had the privilege of receiving
and then transmitting direct revelation from God. That direct revelation is
the Qur’an.

Muslims believe the Qur’an is in and of itself holy. It is, for the majority
of Muslims, the very “word” of God. For this reason to desecrate the
Qur’an by burning, tearing or writing in it is considered to be an
abomination. Muslims treat it with the greatest respect and hold it in
highest regard. Another book should never be placed on top of it; it should
hold a place of honor in the home. It is not just another book or even just
another revelation; it is the “word” of God.

For this reason Muslims will not understand why you treat your Bible as
you do. An Arab friend was at church with me one day and someone laid
their Bible on the floor. He was shocked that someone would treat God’s
word in such a disrespectful manner! And he was amazed that the Christian
was surprised by his reaction! This event created a great opportunity to
discuss the difference between how we understand the Bible and how a



Muslim understands the Qur’an, but it also reminded me that when we
spend time with a Muslim, we need to take great care to show respect and
love for God’s word—the Bible.

For a Muslim the Qur’an has always existed. It was not new when
Muhammad began his revelations; it has always been. Because the Qur’an
was given to Muhammad to be revealed to mankind, he has a special place
in God’s plan for the universe. Muhammad holds a very special place in
the lives of Muslims. To denigrate or speak poorly of Muhammad is to
speak against God’s chosen one.

For this reason it is wise to not enter debates about Muhammad or the
Qur’an. You can find things in the life of Muhammad that are
disappointing and you can point out his sin (the prophets are not
considered to be perfect and Muhammad never claimed to be without sin).
And you can also find textual evidence of contradictions in the Qur’an.
You may win the argument, but you will lose your friend. Such approaches
will do more to alienate your friend than draw them closer to the gospel.

For a Muslim, simply the recitation of the Qur’an in its original Arabic is
in and of itself a holy and worshipful event. Remember, the majority of
Muslims can recite but cannot understand the Arabic used in the Qur’an.
What is important for many is not the meaning but the sound and beauty of
the original Arabic used in the time of Muhammad. For this reason there
are no authoritative translations of the Qur’an. While it can be translated, it
is only authoritative in its original Arabic.

2. Salat (prayers)

The second pillar is the salat or the ritual prayers. Prayers are to be done
five times a day, every day. The prayers are done at sunrise (al fajr), the
moment you can tell a white thread from a black one; at noon (al dhuhr);
in the mid-afternoon (al asr); at sunset (al maghrib); and the last one an



hour after sunset (al isha’a). They are best if done in the mosque; however,
this is not mandatory.

A mosque can be any small room set aside for prayers. Shoes are to be
taken off and the room dedicated to God and prayer. Many if not most
mosques will have some type of minaret from which the call to prayer is
made. Today, in many parts of the world, this call to prayer is done over a
loudspeaker so that all might hear.

As a Muslim comes to pray, they must first participate in ceremonial
washing. After this purification ritual, the man or woman will go into the
mosque and say something like:

I witness that there is no other God than the one God, and that He
has no partner, and I testify that Muhammad is His servant and His
messenger. O God, make me the fellow of those who have repented
and of those who are pure.

He then will say: “God is great” (Allahu akbar), and repeat the shahada, the
creed. Afterwards he recites a short prayer, an invocation against Satan,
which is repeated three times. The first chapter of the Qur’an is quoted (al
Fatihah):

In the name of Allah, the Entirely Merciful, the Especially Merciful.
[All] praise is [due] to Allah, Lord of the worlds—The Entirely
Merciful, the Especially Merciful, Sovereign of the Day of
Recompense. It is You we worship and You we ask for help. Guide us
to the straight path—the path of those upon whom You have
bestowed favor, not of those who have evoked [Your] anger or of

those who are astray.
2

If you read the first sura (chapter) of the Qur’an, you will note that it
contains many of the words that are used when Muslims pray. It is
important to understand that while the words may translate into your



language, that does not mean that the definitions are the same. As with
many other world religions and sects, it is important that you constantly
define your terms as you speak with a Muslim. Make sure that they know
that “grace” means unmerited favor, and that “mercy” is found in the justice
of God and the death of Jesus on the cross.

As your friend continues to pray, he will then repeat: “God is great”
(Allahu akbar), three more times and bow down. In this position he will
say: “Glory to God, the master of the worlds.” Standing he will then say:
“God hears those who praise Him.” He then prostrates himself three times
while saying: “Glory to God the Lord most high.” Kneeling, but lifting his
head, he repeats: “God is great.”

He will then pray: “O God, forgive me, have pity on me, direct me,
preserve me, and make me great, strengthen my faith, and enrich me.”
Before bowing down a second time he will say: “God is great.” Each
prayer time comprises a certain number of these repetitions. Once finished,
he can recite a chapter of the Qur’an and then offer a prayer of petition. He
then turns his head to the right to greet the angel on his right recording his
good deeds, and then he turns his head to the left to greet the angel on his
left who records his evil deeds. He says: “Peace be on you, and on you
peace.”

When a Muslim prays in this form, at these specific times, he is
completing his ritual obligations either in the mosque or outside the
mosque. I have had friends who were in my home when the time came to
pray, who asked if they could pray. I would lead them to a quiet room and
allow them to pray there, offering them the opportunity to practice their
religion but not to make a show of it in front of the other guests or my
family.

Muslims cannot be interrupted during their prayers or they will have to
start all over from the beginning, so if your friend is praying, please do not
disturb him or her. There are some differences depending on where your



friend is from or which branch of Islam is followed, but for the most part
this is what it looks like.

Because Christians don’t pray in such a ritualized form, your Muslim
friend might think you don’t pray at all. I do not encourage people to pray
alongside their Muslim friends as I believe that this sends a message you
don’t want to convey. I would, however, encourage you to have fixed times
of prayer if you are in a predominately Muslim community, or to share
regularly with your friend how you pray and why you pray. Emphasize that
Christian prayer is not done out of obligation but out of a desire to know
and love the Father; and that we approach God not in fear, but knowing
that our loving Father longs to give good gifts to his children.

Spontaneous prayer

Muslims will also pray spontaneously. This prayer is called the dua and is
similar to how we pray. I encourage you to pray with your Muslim friend
in this way. The way you pray, however, is important to your friend’s
understanding. After asking your friend if you can pray for them, don’t
fold your hands, close your eyes and bow your head to pray as they will
not understand what you are doing. Instead, open your hands chest high
with palms facing upward cupped together. Then with your eyes open,
address God in heaven and pray for your friend and his or her family. Pray
for God’s protection and blessing in their lives, and mention any prayer
requests they might have made.

Then close in the name of Jesus. Do not close in the name of God; always
invoke Jesus’ name at the end of your prayer. When I have offered to pray
for someone, I have never had them refuse. While they sometimes question
the end of my prayer, they are simply grateful to see that I am a man who
prays. If you close your prayer in the name of God, while not formally
wrong, it will convey the wrong message. When you close in Jesus’ name,
you associate Jesus to God in a way your Muslim friend does not
understand. You want to establish that you are different and you view Jesus



differently from your friend. By closing your prayer in this way, you will
create opportunities to talk about how Jesus is different than all the
prophets, and how he is in fact God.

3. Sawam (fasting)

The third pillar is sawam or fasting. According to Muslim tradition,
Muhammad received the first of his revelations during the lunar month of
Ramadan. Because Muslims operate on a lunar-month system, their
calendar moves by about 12 to 15 days each year. So over the course of
time, Ramadan will move from winter to summer and back again. During
the month of Ramadan a Muslim is expected to fast from sunrise to sunset.
They fast from all food, drink, tobacco products, sexual relations, and
various forms of entertainment. They will not wear makeup or use
perfumes and deodorant.

They can, however, eat and do what they like after the sun sets and until
the sun comes up the next morning. It is said that more food is consumed
during the month of Ramadan then at any other time of the year. The
breaking of the fast is celebrated by the eating of a date and then,
depending on the region, an assortment of foods that are consumed until
late that night. One last meal is eaten before sunrise and many Muslims
will then sleep as late as their jobs permit. During the summer months,
Ramadan is hardest on the workers who must rise early and perhaps toil in
the sun all day without being able to drink water to renew their strength.

Islam allows exceptions to the fasting rule in Ramadan if a woman is
pregnant or nursing a child, if you are a child (most children fast a day or
two in the beginning and slowly work their way to the full 30 days after
puberty), or for adults who are advanced in age. There are also exceptions
for those traveling or who are seriously ill. However, if time is “taken off”
during Ramadan it must be made up later in the year. So you might find a
friend fasting for a week later in the year to make up for what they missed
during Ramadan.



Be aware that Ramadan is a time of great spiritual warfare and spiritual
pride on the part of your friend. They are proud of the fact they are fasting
and doing something to earn their way to heaven. At this time of the year
they may often feel superior to everyone else. It can be an opportune time
to talk about the purpose of fasting. However, if you never fast yourself,
then your thoughts will fall on deaf ears. It is also a time of celebration,
where you can break the fast with your friends, enjoy their company and
have significant faith discussions.

The end of Ramadan ushers in the festival called Eid al-Fitr, which is
three days of feasting and celebration where families gather in each other’s
homes and enjoy one another. Do not be afraid to use Ramadan to establish
and deepen relationships with your Muslim friends. It can also be a time
when they experience dreams and visions.

On or around the 27th night, the Night of Power is celebrated. Many
Muslim scholars believe that it was on this night that Muhammad received
his first revelation. The Qur’an describes this night as: “better than a
thousand months” (Sura 97:3). Many Muslims will gather in the mosque
and spend the entire night praying and seeking favor from God.

It should be noted that there is great debate as to when exactly this night
is to be celebrated. However, for Muslims it is almost universally the most
holy night of the year. Many believe that there are special angels who
appear only on this night for the purpose of worship and to grant special
requests of praying Muslims. On this particular night they are especially
open to dreams and visions as they seek guidance and revelation.

Researchers suggest that about 80% of all new converts from Islam in
South Asia come to faith because a dream or vision told them to seek the
Christ. From North Africa to Southeast Asia many Muslim-background
believers report some type of supernatural intervention in which God has
revealed himself to them in the form of a dream or vision and told them to



seek out someone, sometimes a specific someone, who would tell them the
truth.

Years of encounters with believers and reading God’s word have often
preceded that vision or dream but not always. While not all Muslims have
such an experience, many do, and the supernatural is an accepted part of
everyday life.

I remember a young lady named Fatima, with whom my wife was
spending a lot of time. She would come to a ladies’ Bible study, primarily
made up of some westerners and former Muslim women. Fatima was
faithful but would leave as soon as the Bible study ended, full of fear and
questions. Eventually however, she could no longer resist the call of Christ
to not be afraid, and she came to faith and was baptized!

As her story unfolded, we learned that years before she had a dream. A
man dressed in white told her to go to the city where we were living and
find out about Jesus. Her good friend, who had converted from Islam, lived
in the city so she started visiting and learned who Jesus was and why she
should follow him. Fatima chose to follow Jesus as a result of Bible study
and the testimony of several Muslim-background believing women. In
general, people do not report coming to faith in their dream or vision but,
like Cornelius in Acts 10, they are directed to someone who then shares the
truth of the gospel with them.

So do not be afraid to ask the Father to send them dreams and visions
pointing them to Christ!

4. Zakat (almsgiving)

The fourth pillar is zakat or almsgiving. While the Qur’an commands all
believers to practice regular charity, there are no specific commands as to
how that must be carried out. Muslim scholars have established that Sunnis
are to give about 2.5% of their net income and Shi’ites are to give a much
higher percentage. What I have found over time is that the percentage is



not nearly as important as the act. Generosity is expected. One is to help
those who are in need, especially family members.

When, as Christian believers, we show that we care for orphans, widows
(James 1 v 27) and others in need around us, our faith rings loudly in the
ears of our Muslim friends. Demonstrate that you care for others, that your
faith means something in everyday life, and you will earn the admiration
and trust of your Muslim friends.

5. Hajj (pilgrimage)
The last of the pillars, while expected if possible, is not mandatory. The

Hajj or pilgrimage, is to be made once in a lifetime to Mecca. The month
of Hajj is the last month of their lunar calendar. So, like Ramadan, it
changes annually by about 12 to 15 days.

There are three primary holy cities in Islam: Mecca, Medina and
Jerusalem. According to tradition, Muslims originally faced Jerusalem for
their prayers, but after Muhammad’s conflict with the Jews, he made
Mecca the focal point of Muslim devotion. Medina is where Muhammad is
buried and Jerusalem is where he reportedly ascended into heaven one
night. The Dome of the Rock, in Jerusalem, marks the place where
Muhammad made his temporary ascent. There are other holy places all
over the world—the Shi’ites have several and many Islamic countries have
specific locations that mark some special moment in history.

The recommendation to go to Mecca during the month of Hajj is for both
men and women. Many Islamic countries have free lotteries whereby the
working class can win a trip to Mecca once in their lifetime. Because of the
sheer numbers of Muslims in the world today, people are encouraged to
make only one trip. However, wealthier Muslims may travel many times
for the Hajj, or they will go during another month for the Umrah—just like
the Hajj but taken at another time of the year.



Once someone has done the Hajj, they take on the honorific title of Hajj
or Hajji. This accomplishment is marked in different ways depending on
the practices of the home country. Often, to show respect to an elder, the
title will be used whether that person has done the Hajj or not.

I have met Muslims who have completed the Hajj and have been
disappointed—it was not as life-changing as they expected. Many believe
that once they have done the Hajj, they will be free from the bondage of
sin, only for them to return and find no release in their conscience. What a
precious message we have for them in Jesus Christ, who delivers us from
this body of death!

 

These five pillars are to be practiced with great devotion and they outline
the way that life is to be lived.

There are other practices—such as only eating that which is halal and
abstaining from alcohol—which are typically universal but not absolute.
There are many other rules and regulations that govern Islam—from dress
to marriage to the raising of children—that will vary from country to
country.

The key is to ask your friends what they believe is necessary to honor
God with their lives, and then share what you believe and demonstrate
with your life what it means to be a follower of Jesus Christ. They assume
many things about you that are not true. Live a life worthy of emulation, a
life worthy of the gospel, and you will challenge their view of what a
Christian really is.

Reflection



How do you feel about praying with a Muslim? Why could it be
especially helpful for your friend?
Have you ever fasted? How might it help you to understand Islam
better and share the gospel?
What questions might you ask a Muslim about their practice and
beliefs that will build understanding between you?
In what ways should you ask those questions that will build trust
between you and give an opportunity to share the gospel?

Don’t assume that you mean the same thing when you use words
like “God,” “grace” or “faith.”
Do respect what they believe is necessary to honor God with their
lives.
Don’t take part in formal prayers with a Muslim.
Do offer to pray for and with Muslims in the name of Jesus.
Do be patient with your friends during Ramadan.
Do pray that God would reveal himself to your friend—perhaps
even in a dream or vision.
Do show that you are living a generous, giving life out of love for
Christ.



Chapter three

Four keys to fruitful engagement

It’s important to have a basic overview of what Muslims believe. But it’s
equally important to understand the variety of beliefs and practices your
friends may have.

Even in Protestant Christianity you will find a broad spectrum of
expression and practice: different styles of worship, and different kinds of
spirituality and doctrinal emphases. You will find the same in Islam.

I have a friend who gets out a block of clay that came from a holy site
when he prays. When he does the salat, he bows down and puts his
forehead on the clay, not on the ground. He still prays five times a day; he
just does it a little differently than others.

In North Africa there are a lot of tombs associated with famous Muslim
“saints,” where local people go to pray. They hope that, by making a
pilgrimage to that holy site, somehow God will bestow on them some
special blessing or favor. As we said in the last chapter—take the
opportunity to question and explore with your Muslim friend how they
practice their faith. They will not be offended.

But the conversation must move on from understanding to engagement—
from sharing your life to sharing your faith.

In this chapter I want to walk you through four keys of evangelism—all
beginning with “P.” I think that these four principles are invaluable when
sharing your faith with a Muslim. I have seen the power of them in action
and I believe that they are both biblical and foundational to sharing truth



with anyone—especially with Muslims. They are: prayer, presence,
proclamation and persuasion.

Think of them in pyramid form; we start with prayer at the base of the
pyramid, and we slowly work up to persuasion. Note that persuasion is the
smallest part of the pyramid, but it is also the pinnacle. The pyramid is not
complete without all four pieces.

The prophet Jeremiah wrote to the exiles in Babylon. These people had
been torn from everything they knew and were in a new land as strangers
and aliens. Likewise, many of the Muslims you meet will be strangers and
aliens in your home country. They are going through some serious changes
and many of them cannot go home again. Jeremiah says to them:

This is what the LORD Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I
carried into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon: 
Jeremiah 29 v 4

He reminds them that it was God, not Nebuchadnezzar, who took them into
exile. Knowing that God is sovereign, even in the most difficult
circumstances, changes everything. You may have gone for years without



ever meeting a Muslim—but God, at this moment and time, has given you
this contact, this connection.

This relationship is not an accident!

In the same way, your friend may have been born here to immigrant
parents or descended from earlier generations, or come as a refugee, or
arrived seeking a better life and job prospects. But in his sovereign mercy,
God has brought them and their family near to you, so that they can hear
the good news about Jesus who is the only hope for them eternally.

There is a neighborhood near our church that God has been filling with
Iraqi refugees. There is absolutely no human reason for this to be
happening. It is far from any other refugee center, and is inconvenient in a
whole host of other ways. But, it is near our church. I drive by it every time
I go to a meeting. Some people might see this as a threat locally. I do not. It
is not an accident, but in God’s mercy it is an opportunity for outreach with
the gospel.

The Lord recently placed a Muslim-background believer in that
neighborhood! This was not an accident either. God has a plan and we need
to act in response to how we see that plan unfolding. So what do we do?

Jeremiah continues his letter:

Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have
carried you into exile. Pray to the LORD for it, because if it prospers,
you too will prosper. 
Jeremiah 29 v 7

Prayer
In verse 7 God tells his people to seek the peace or welfare of the city.

The word for welfare in Hebrew is shalom—a word rich in biblical
meaning which takes us back to the creation account.



Adam and his wife were both naked, and they felt no shame. 
Genesis 2 v 25

Maybe you think this is a strange verse to be thinking about in relation to
sharing the gospel with Muslims! But the point of the verse is not that they
are naked, but that there is no shame: no hiding from God, and no hiding
from one another—there is just peace. Perfect peace between Adam and
Eve; perfect peace between Adam, Eve and creation; and most importantly,
perfect peace between Adam, Eve, creation and the Creator! This is true
shalom.

It’s quite likely that every day your Muslim friend will leave their home
and wish “peace” on everyone they meet. When they pray, they ask for
peace for the angels on their shoulders. When they greet you, they say:
“Salaamu alikum” (peace be on you). Your response is: “Ualikum salaam”
(and on you peace). Your Muslim friend longs for peace but it cannot be
found in works or a good life—and surely not in this world! It can,
however, be found in Jesus. He is the only one who can offer peace. To
know Jesus is to know peace! So Jeremiah very pointedly tells the Jews in
exile that they are to seek the “peace” or “welfare” of the city.

How do they seek it? Jeremiah tells them to pray: “Pray to the LORD on
[the city’s] behalf.” Prayer needs to be our starting point. We pray privately
for our Muslim friends and we pray with our Muslim friends for the needs
they have. We demonstrate we are people of prayer and that God answers
our prayers in Jesus’ name. Remember, if you have an opportunity to pray
with a Muslim—always pray in Jesus’ name. Even if a Muslim questions
this, emphasize what Jesus taught us about prayer and asking in his name.

Earnestly seek God on behalf of your friends and encourage others to do
the same.

Recently, I was with a dear older saint from my church. She shared with
me that as she ages, there are a lot of things she can no longer do, but one



thing she can do is pray. She asked that I share with her different needs in
our ministry with Muslims so that she can be a prayer warrior on our
behalf.

God has brought Muslims to our doorstep, sometimes from places we
cannot easily access. We need to give ourselves to praying for them with
an understanding that their eternity is on the line. They are condemned
before God, as we all were without Jesus Christ (John 3 v 16-18). There
can be no true peace in their lives because they do not know the Prince of
Peace. So we pray.

What do we pray for?

When you are praying for your Muslim friends, you can ask for:

opportunities to spend time with them
opportunities to talk about Jesus with them
opportunities to show kindness toward them
wisdom to know how to answer their questions
patience to wait for the Lord to work in their lives

But most of all, pray for the Holy Spirit to convict them of their sin, and
convince them about Jesus the Savior.

We also need to hear what their needs are. Many still have family in their
countries of origin that they long to see, or who are in danger, or ill. Pray
that God would bring them comfort, work out travel plans, bring them
hope, or help them through a difficult time. Follow up your prayers and ask
about their situation, and look for what God is doing in their lives.

Finally, help your church become prayer partners with you in your
informal contacts and friendships with Muslims, and with any organized
ministry that is going on with the Muslims in your neighborhood. Bring
this up in small groups and at other times when you pray together. Help



your fellow church members to see an opportunity, not a threat. Help them
to learn to pray for and not against Muslims!

Presence
We need to build relationships with all Muslims as the foundation of

sharing the gospel with them. To do this, we need to be present in their
lives. I hope you are already thinking about how you can do this for your
existing friends. Remember the adage: Arabs like to “feel” your presence.

Occasional “quality time,” like a lunch or a cup of coffee, may mean very
little to them, although they probably understand you are busy. Like all of
us, they too are trying to keep up with the Western lifestyle! Their kids will
have many things to keep them busy—school, sports, music, dance, etc.
They know that in the West you have to work hard and put in hours to
move up in business.

With newly arrived Muslim men, there is a very narrow window of
opportunity. It is best to start relationships as soon as you possibly can after
their arrival in the country, because as soon as they can work, they will—
and they will work hard! They will work as much as they can, as they seek
to take care of their families and give them a good life. They often feel
guilty for having pulled their loved ones away from their extended
families, and are doing all they can to meet their needs.

There are many ways in which you can get involved as a church or an
individual when the men arrive. Find ways to help them accomplish those
goals. Help them with their English, their CVs and applications, and
finding good jobs. When they first arrive, there is a lot to learn! Teach
them how to work a thermostat in their homes, how to navigate the school
system, and how to be involved in school. In many educational systems
around the world, especially in war-torn areas, parental involvement is not
as important as it is in the West. Teachers may send home notes with



assignments. Help parents read those notes so they can understand what
teachers want.

Sometimes it is helpful to attend a teacher/parent conference with your
friend as they gain confidence in the language and culture. Your
willingness to help will be a great testimony to your new friend. Many also
need to register with a doctor and will need help to understand how the
system works. This involvement in their everyday ordinary lives is a
priceless investment.

Be sure to do the little things, like inviting them to your home and helping
them feel that they have some sort of family in their new country. When
you invite them to your home, please be patient and don’t worry when they
don’t understand or don’t want to eat your food. Buy your meat from a
local Muslim butcher; in that way you can say that the meat is halal. This
act will mean a great deal to them! Don’t be upset if they don’t eat much
on their first visit to your home. Remember, everything is new and
different for them—they are just as nervous as you are! Be patient, loving
and kind; as time goes on they will eat more and be more comfortable.

On a practical note, depending on their country of origin and their
background, they may not be accustomed to eating with a fork, knife and
spoon. They may find spaghetti and other pastas very hard to eat—so
please don’t serve these on a first visit. Most people are accustomed to rice,
potatoes, some vegetables and meat. The simpler you make the meal, the
better it will be!

Sometimes when you invite your friend to your house, you will get an
immediate invitation to go to theirs. When you go, take a simple gift like
flowers or candy. When you eat together, eat what is placed before you, but
don’t eat everything on the table (or the floor, depending on their culture).
Many cultures are embarrassed if everything is eaten, as it suggests they
did not fix enough food and therefore have brought shame on themselves.
Always leave food on your plate and be gracious.



If they are comfortable with you, they might have you sit on the floor in
their house and eat from a common plate. This type of dinner arrangement
can be quite challenging for the average Westerner who is not accustomed
to sitting on the floor with their legs crossed. When you enter the house,
you must take off your shoes, even though they may tell you not to. Try not
to point the sole of your foot at anyone—it is considered rude. Do your
best to sit comfortably. Laugh with them and just enjoy the new
experience!

Lastly, eat with your right hand as much as possible. The left hand is
considered dirty so if they ask you to pass something, please do so with
your right hand, not your left, even if you are left-handed.

Depending on the country of origin, the family may or may not eat with
you. Feel free to insist they sit with you, but they might be trying to honor
you by not eating with you—much like the story of Abraham when the
angels came to visit in Genesis 18. Abraham stood waiting to serve them as
they ate. He did not eat with them—this would have been the custom of
that day and is still the custom in many parts of the world.

When I was in Central Asia recently, we ate in the home of a village man.
He served everything and while he sometimes sat for a few moments, he
was continually getting up to make sure that his guests were well attended.
As you become more a part of the family, those customs will change. Your
goal is to eventually eat with the family as family!

Presence can be developed in lots of other ways—your goal is to spend
time with your friends. Men, this must be done up front. As I said earlier,
as soon as the men can work, they will! It will be harder to spend time with
your friend once he starts working, so try to establish your relationship
before that. Consistently calling, offering help, and—when possible—
being with your friend will go a long way! Ask him to help you around the
house as well. The way that houses are built, the electricity plugs and



voltages, and lawn care may all be new experiences! Some men adapt
quickly; others struggle.

Being present with women

The commitment to presence with women can be a lot more time-
consuming. Muslim women are accustomed to having their sisters, sisters-
in-law, and mothers around all the time. If they are new to your country
and do not have relatives here, they will feel lonely and in need of family.
It is a wonderful opportunity to be family to your friend, and you will see
God do amazing things in their lives.

Your friend may also be seriously stressed! She may not want to be here,
but has to be. Many refugee wives are here because their husbands worked
for a foreign government, and terrorist groups have labeled them as traitors
and marked them for death. In some cases these groups have attempted to
kill them or other family members. They may have been near death or have
seen the death of family members, and have had to escape the horrors of
their home. This escape does not come without remorse, guilt and stress.

Many Christians want a “silver bullet” approach to evangelism—a simple
argument or Bible verse that will knock over their friend’s objections and
result in their becoming a Christian. There is no such bullet. As you will
see from the testimonies in this book, it takes time and often prolonged
contact with a faithful, friendly, prayerful believer before most Muslims
are impacted with the gospel message.

This kind of presence can be costly in time—but there are ways in which
it can be made easier. Simply include your new friend in what you do. Are
you going shopping? See if they will come with you. Are you at home with
a baby? Invite them to spend the morning with you—they will not mind if
you continue with your housework, and will feel included and part of the
family.

Issues for men



Many immigrant husbands struggle because in their home country they
were well-paid professionals—perhaps doctors, engineers or businessmen
—and in some cases even members of a paramilitary force. But now they
can’t find work that equals what they once did. The only jobs available are
warehouse or cleaning jobs that are mind-numbing to them!

People don’t understand them, and their quality of life has dropped
immensely. Now they live in apartment buildings where they once lived in
villas. Now they can only afford a second-hand broken-down car, where
they once drove a brand new luxury car. Not all refugees come from
wealth, but don’t be surprised to learn that many do. They feel guilty as
they struggle to provide for their families, and they miss home.

In many cases they are angry they can’t return, and feel betrayed by the
governments in play—their government, your government, all
governments! Don’t worry; they can distinguish between the government’s
actions and the people who live under that government. But try not to
defend or become defensive about government actions. Your new friend
may have seen far more than you can imagine ever seeing or experiencing.
Allow them to talk, and love them with grace and mercy.

For Muslim-background men who are more established there is another
set of issues. They may have taken on Western dress, food, habits and
values—and appear to have little connection with Islam—but still, under
the surface, they consider themselves Muslim. They will have a very
strong sense of loyalty to their family and traditions. The opportunities for
relating with them may be broader—going to a sports event, hunting and
fishing, or out to dinner—but many of the same principles will still apply.

Proclamation
Once you are accepted as a true friend, you have built a substantial

bridge. You want to cross it! You want to get the gospel to your friend in
ways that they can best understand. While the P pyramid is built from the



bottom up, it is important to say that from the beginning you need to be
sharing truth with your friend as much as you can. As you pray with them
and as you testify to the things God has done, you will have started to build
a foundation upon which you can share the truths of God’s word.

Proclamation is the sharing of biblical truth, but it is rarely preaching. It
might come in a lot of forms; for example, when you pray you also
proclaim, because you pray in Jesus’ name. However, we need to go
further than just a prayer.

Let me encourage you, as soon as you possibly can, to start sharing
biblical stories with your friends. If they can’t read or speak English well,
you can get a Good News Bible or New International Reader’s Version
(NIRV) and ask if they would like to read it with you. Or you can pick out
Bible stories and tell them to your friends. Your overall goal here is to start
talking about God and Jesus, and what they mean to you, and establish that
you have a personal, loving relationship with God through Jesus.

For further ideas on which Bible passages to share and talk about, see
Chapter 5.

This stage is not the time to try and find reasons to argue or debate—just
lovingly bring up the Lord and talk about what he means to you. The point
of proclamation is to start building a foundation of understanding. You will
be talking about Jesus in a way that your friend has probably never
experienced. It is at this point that you will want to share your personal
testimony. Muslims generally like to talk about God, so it will feel
perfectly natural to them in a way that many Western people are less
comfortable with.

I need to mention that there are some Muslims who are very secular. In
other words, they are Muslims in name only. They are Muslims because
they originate from countries such as Iraq, Pakistan, Somalia or Egypt—or
their parents do. They have seldom been to mosque and pray even less. In



some ways they are more like your agnostic neighbor down the street who
says he or she is a Christian but never attends church. Ivan’s story at the
end of Chapter Three shows some typical features of this. However,
although he was an atheist, his Muslim upbringing meant that he responded
to the gospel with the same suspicions and doubts as a believing Muslim
would. Do not let that be a barrier to you—just keep sharing with them!

The goal of proclamation is to declare the wonders of God and allow your
friend either to accept or reject what you say. It could be that as you share
the truths of God, your friends will no longer want to spend time with you.
If that is the case, don’t worry: they have not rejected you; they have
rejected the Christ, the one who saves. It is not your job to save anyone!
Your job is to share the wonderful story of the Christ.

Persuasion
Now you are at the top of the pyramid. You are deep in relationship and

you have shared your story and God’s story with your friends. They are
listening to you and respect you.

Persuasion comes in many forms. It may mean getting deeply into
discussions about assurance and forgiveness in Islam. It may involve
detailed discussion to unravel some of the false ideas they may have about
the Bible and Jesus. It will certainly involve showing how the gospel gives
answers to the significant questions of life that we all have.

But at some stage it will come time to push. Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians 5
v 20:

We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making
his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: be
reconciled to God.

To “implore” is to ask with passion, to encourage someone to be reconciled
to God. Persuasion must always lead to that time in evangelism where you



ask your friends to come to faith. You have talked about faith and you have
explained to them that they need Jesus to be true believers—now is the time
to “implore.” If you have been diligent with the other P’s, then your
relationship should be such that you can share anything with your friends—
you can disagree with them in a loving way. You love them and you spend
time with them—it should be natural to implore them to follow the Christ!

I was with my father in the countryside in North Africa. I brought my dad
to share the gospel with my Muslim friend. My friend was my age and I
wanted him to hear about Jesus from a man who was older than us. So my
dad shared with him and I translated into Arabic. After a while, I got tired
of translating and we just started talking about faith. Soon our voices were
raised and we were speaking quickly and probably a little too loudly. My
dad leaned over and asked what we were saying.

“I am telling him that if he doesn’t submit to and trust in Jesus, then he
cannot be saved and he will go to hell when he dies.”

“And what is he saying in return?”

“Well, he’s telling me that I must submit to Allah and the prophet
Muhammad or I will burn in hell myself.”

To this my father responded: “Well, you’d better cool it or he might try
and send us there himself while we sleep tonight.”

I told my dad that this would never happen because we were guests, and
more importantly, he was my friend. He was like a brother to me! I could
tell him anything I wanted because he knew it came from my heart.

Persuasion can only happen when you are in a deep relationship that
permits you to say what needs to be said. Prior to that deep relationship it
is proclamation. Proclamation might be saying there is heaven and hell. It
might be a clear presentation of the gospel. It might be sitting and reading
the Bible with them, and allowing the stories of the Bible to make their



own impact. Indeed, it should be your aim to make a full presentation of
the gospel prior to any attempt at persuasion. However, persuasion is that
moment when you plead with your friend. In Romans 9 v 1-3 Paul explains
the depth of love he had for his fellow Jews:

I speak the truth in Christ—I am not lying, my conscience confirms
it through the Holy Spirit—I have great sorrow and unceasing
anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were cursed and
cut off from Christ for the sake of my people, those of my own race.

Can you believe he wrote that? That is passion; that is heart; that is love for
lost people. Sometimes when I read those words, I feel great conviction
over my lack of passion for lost people! Lord, may I love in just such a way.
Persuasion takes love! When I tell my friend that he might go to hell over
his lostness, I do not say that with joy, but instead with a broken heart for
his lost state! May you find such passion in your persuasion!

The four P pyramid, remember, is a pyramid. It all starts with prayer—a
burden for lost people, a burden for Muslims. In today’s world of Islamist
terrorist groups like Islamic State and Al Qaida it is hard to have that
burden. When you find yourself feeling that way, don’t be afraid to ask
God to change your heart. Don’t forget, he did not just die for you but for
every sinner. God has no enemies he has not shown love to through the
cross of Christ, and neither should you have enemies to whom you show
no love.

Presence is next. Presence equals time—plain and simple. Find ways to
spend time with your friends, to genuinely love your neighbor.

Then proclamation—start sharing the truth of the gospel. Share with
your life, your works and your words. Tell your friends biblical stories; talk
to them about how God has changed your life; don’t be afraid to share the
truth!



Now the foundation has been built, persuade, encourage, implore your
friend to trust in Jesus. Not because they are projects to be completed, but
because they are humans in need of a Savior.

Reflection

Which of the four “P’s” will you find most difficult to do? Which
is the easiest for you?
Are you tempted to go straight to proclamation and persuasion?
Why might that be a mistake? When might that be the right thing
to do?
Who might you recruit to pray for you as you spend time speaking
with your Muslim friend?
What special opportunities might there be for you as a man or
woman to spend time developing a friendship with a Muslim?

Don’t underestimate the amount of time that might be involved in
forming a proper friendship with a Muslim man, woman or family.
Don’t be surprised if Muslims are cautious and suspicious of your
motives. Don’t treat them as “gospel fodder” to be dropped if they
do not seem to be responding. “Let love be genuine.” (Romans 12
v 9)
Do find out what their background is, and what worries and
concerns they may have about friends and family in their countries
of origin.
Don’t be too hasty to jump in with the gospel.



Do share naturally about your faith in God from the very
beginning.

Ivan’s story

I was born in Iraq. I come from a mixed religious and cultural family—
my dad is an Arab Muslim, but kind of a liberal Muslim, and my mum
is Armenian, so she’s culturally Christian. My dad had to flee Iraq
because of the political problems with Saddam Hussein, so when I was
a teenager I was sent to study on my own in Czechoslovakia. I lived
there for eight years, and I embraced materialistic philosophy and
became an atheist and communist.

To me, religion was basically a waste of time. I had no respect for
religion because I thought it was all made up of fantasies and myths:
that people twisted things to suit their agendas and they created systems
of belief to manipulate weak and disillusioned people.

One day I got very angry and lost my temper with the woman I loved at
that time, and the relationship ended—she just left me. And I just
couldn’t face that loss; I just couldn’t deal with it. And that was
amazing to me because I had thought I was able to go through life and
nothing would faze me—that I could get through any problems. But the
reality was that it uncovered my weakness, and I realized that all this
inner strength that I believed in was nothing, was worthless.

And I suddenly realized: “I am to be pitied like those people I pitied
before.”

I started reading the Bible from the book of Genesis, and later on I
started to go to church to hear sermons explaining what the Bible is.
And there was this Christianity Explored course, so I decided to join it.



Middle Eastern people like me always have a suspicious mind; we
always think there’s something not true in what people say. So I tried to
ask all sorts of questions to find out if the leaders on my table would
tell me the truth, or if they would try to manipulate me or twist things
or soften things up so I would think: “Actually, it’s not so bad.”

I discovered that they were just plainly explaining what the Bible was
saying.

And also I just started to realize who the person of Jesus Christ really
was. I had had all sorts of ideas about him before; but I started reading
his words, hearing the stories he told, and understanding what he did—
and he blew me away. I thought: “This is the person I always wanted to
be like in my life. I never thought there was anyone who could be like
this!” I was totally blown away by his integrity, and the things he did
and said.

It was when I went on a day away, which is part of the course, that I
just came to the conclusion that I could not keep denying the truth
about Christ and who he is. And I just said: “That’s it—I don’t know
what this is going to do to me, but I trust you, Jesus, and I’m ready to
follow you wherever you take me.” And that was it.

Life now has no meaning without Jesus Christ. It’s like a journey I am
on with him—with the one Person who we were created for. I can go
walking all my life knowing that in the highs and the lows, in the
sorrows and the joys, he is walking with me, never leaving me or
abandoning me.

Not just that: this relationship doesn’t end with my death—actually, it
carries on forever. And that’s what I can look forward to—that’s what
life is all about—not just now but also forever. I will enjoy that loving
relationship with Jesus Christ forever.



Although many Muslims will seem to be convinced in their faith, this
can often mask a deep-seated doubt. Notice from this story the
importance of patient, but persistent encouragement, love, and a warm
family atmosphere—all of which nurtured faith in Christ.

Shwan’s story

I grew up in Sulaymaniyah, a city in southern Kurdistan. I was brought
up in a Muslim family and moved to Europe because I wanted to go on
an adventure. While I called myself a Muslim, deep down in my heart I
knew I wasn’t. At points I still tried to act like a good Muslim. If
people offered me pork, for example, I would refuse. In Islam the hope
is that you will go to heaven if you follow all the rules and regulations
—if you pray five times a day, ceremonially clean yourself and go to
the mosque. But there is no certainty. At the end of the day you could
do all these things and still not get into heaven.

I started looking to other things to give me happiness. I tried many
things, like going out drinking with friends. But although they made me
feel happy for a short time, it would never last. I wanted to be happy all
the time, no matter what my circumstances.

As I was walking through town one day a man gave me a leaflet about
Christianity. I immediately put the leaflet in the bin. The next day I saw
the man again. He stopped me and asked if I wanted to come to church.
I told him that I wasn’t a religious man and that church was for
religious people. He said I didn’t need to be religious to come to
church.

Before I knew it he had persuaded me to come to a prayer meeting that
night. One of the members of the church kindly picked me up. I



remember sitting at the back of the church building. One of the leaders
came up to me and started talking to me.

He was very warm and encouraged me to sit at the front. Afterwards
they gave me a Bible and asked me to come along next Sunday to the
service.

Next Sunday I decided to go. I was late and had to take a taxi. I was
struck by how kind people were. I asked myself: “Why are people
doing this?” I started going along to Bible studies with families even
though my English, at that point, wasn’t great. After four months I
respected Jesus but I didn’t trust in him. One of the leaders advised me
to pray and ask God to help me believe in him, so I tried.

For a time I thought Jesus was only for the highly-educated. But I
believe Jesus spoke to me and said: “Come to me, I will love you as
much as I love them.” I found true peace and happiness when I turned
to Jesus as Lord and Savior. In 2008 the leaders of the church asked if I
wanted to be baptised.

I didn’t even know what baptism was! I wanted to invite people so five
or six of my Kurdish friends came to see me baptized. When my
Kurdish friends asked me why I kept on going to Bible studies and
church services, I told them I felt like a beggar who had found food and
now I wanted to tell everyone about where they could find it too.



Chapter four

Bridges to the gospel

I am flying over the mountains out of Central Asia. I just spent a week with
some friends who are working to engage with Muslims in this part of the
world. What an exciting thing it was to be with them and see their lives up
close.

We went to a village where my friends had carried out a project to bring
clean water to the village—they had developed deep relationships with the
people there. The gospel was shared as a result. I am reminded that with
Muslims, almost anywhere in the world, if the relationship is deep, truth is
always welcome. So what are some bridges—stories and methods of
evangelism—that you can use with your Muslim friend?

We have talked about the need for prayer, presence, proclamation and
persuasion with your friends. What are some practical entry points to
practice proclamation with them?

Personal testimony and biblical stories
One of the first entry points is the use of your personal testimony and a

biblical story. I was once with a Muslim who was the head of his village,
and appeared to be a sincere and good man. When I find myself in a
situation like this, I always share the story of Cornelius from Acts 10.

Cornelius was a good and honorable man: he prayed, he gave to the poor,
he worshiped one God and he had a great reputation. The Jews held him in
high esteem for all the things he did—even though he was a Roman
centurion. One day God sent an angel to speak to Cornelius, who told him
to have no fear because God had heard his prayers. God told him to send



for Peter. He told him where to go and find him. After the vision Cornelius
sent some of his most trusted men for Peter. By the time they arrived where
Peter was staying, God had prepared Peter through his own vision to speak
to Cornelius. Peter was ready to share the good news about Jesus with
Cornelius.

I emphasize to my friends that Cornelius was a good man: he prayed, he
gave to the poor and he had a great reputation. But that did not make him
right with God. He lacked one thing: Jesus. I have now anchored my own
personal story in Scripture. From here I move on to my personal
experience.

Just as Cornelius needed Jesus, I needed Jesus. I explain that I was a good
person—I did the right things, I prayed—but I could not get to God
through all my good works. I was separated from God because of the bad
things I had done in my life. I had brought shame to God as a result of
living for myself instead of honoring him with my life. I needed Jesus to
restore me—just as Cornelius needed Jesus, and just as my Muslim friend
needs Jesus.

Depending on how that has gone, I will often then quote John 14 v 6.
Jesus said he is: “the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the
Father except through [him].” Cornelius could not come to the Father on
the basis of his good deeds. I could not come to the Father on the basis of
my works; neither can your Muslim friend come to the Father on the basis
of their works.

Using a biblical story adds power to your testimony. One thing you will
discover is that many Muslims also have some form of personal testimony.
If you only talk about how God changed your life, then you have done a
good thing; but they might do the same thing in return. By using a biblical
story, you can return to the Bible and talk about what it says, not about
what you think or what they think, not about what has happened to you or
has happened to them. Your goal is to get to the Bible as quickly as you



can—because the Holy Spirit loves to use the words of the Bible to bring
conviction and faith to people. The Bible will open up the real differences
between Islam and Christianity.

When my wife shares her testimony, mostly with other women, she uses
the story of Hagar. When Hagar was chased away from Abraham by Sarah,
God came to her in the desert and spoke to her. He made promises to her
about her descendants. For a Muslim lady to hear that God speaks to a
woman is a big thing!

My wife then talks about how God came to her and spoke to her through
God’s word, offering her salvation through Jesus Christ. Using the story of
Hagar is a great way to introduce the Bible into your conversation with
women. From there you can always ask if you can either study the Bible
with them or tell stories from the Bible. Which road you take will depend
on the literacy level of your friend. We have found that stories can be
powerful.

Asian and Arab cultures are story-telling cultures. They love to hear
stories and repeat them to others. My wife spent three years with a young
Muslim woman, regularly sharing stories from the Bible with her. This
young mother would listen intently, learn the story and then tell the story to
both her husband and to her parents back home in the country she came
from.

At the time of writing, she has still not come to faith in Jesus, but we pray
that God will continue to use those stories in her life to bring her to faith—
and even those who are hearing them through her. Remember, it is a slow
process and God’s Spirit must work in the life of the individual. The stories
are there in her heart, and eventually she will have to respond to those
stories of Jesus, his love, life, sacrifice and resurrection.

For an example of how to use stories with your personal testimony, read
Acts 26—the personal testimony of Paul before King Agrippa. Look at



how he talks about his life before meeting Jesus, and then think through
your life before Jesus. What were you like, what did you do, what
motivated you, and what made you who you were? Write those things
down. Now look at how Paul came to faith. Paul’s experience was quite
dramatic—yours might not be so eventful, but it is still very real.

Make sure you include, if you are able, a point of decision. When did you
decide or choose to follow Jesus? Describing this moment can be
important for a Muslim because they often believe that a person is born
into their faith; you cannot choose it. Our goal is to dispel that lie. Just
because someone’s father is a Muslim, that does not mean that they have to
be a Muslim. Salvation is something we respond to as God works in our
hearts.

Share how you responded to Jesus so that your friend can understand that,
at some point, you made a clear decision. This decision will be the hardest
of their lives, so be patient with them as they count the cost. Take a minute
right now and write down what that decision looked like in your life.

Now look at how Paul describes his life after his encounter with Jesus.
Look at how his life changed, and see his new dedication to serving Christ.
How has your life changed as a result of following Jesus? What has God
done in your heart recently that you can share? Again, take a moment and
write down some of those thoughts.

Once you have completed your story, think through the biblical stories
you know and start to pray. Ask the Father to help you find a story that best
illustrates your life and conversion experience. You may have had a “lost
son” experience of being wild and estranged (Luke 15). Or you may have
had an “older brother” experience (see the same chapter)—having a
dependence on religion. There are literally hundreds of stories and
possibilities. Find one that fits you, and which opens up the issue that you
struggled most with.



Talk about your story to some people who know you well, and about why
you want a biblical story to go with your testimony. Once you have found
that story, pray again. Ask God to help you make it part of your story. Now
read it, read it again, and read it one more time. Then pray again and ask
the Father to help you take what might be a long story and turn it into a
story that you can share in just a minute or two.

Remember this rule: for the sake of brevity or clarity it is okay to take out,
but it is bad to add. Please do not add to the story; don’t add your thoughts
or what you heard in a sermon. Let God’s word speak for itself. When I tell
a biblical story, if I have a Bible in front of me I will open it and say: “This
is a story from God’s word.” Then when I finish the story, I will simply
close the Bible and continue with my story. If you don’t have a Bible, put
verbal markers around the story by saying to start: “This is a story from
God’s word,” and close with: “This was a story from God’s word.” Set the
story apart so that you can return to it later and have them read the story if
they are literate, or learn it by memory if they are non-literate.

For example, when I tell the story of Cornelius, I leave out the section
about Peter and his dream. It adds a lot of detail that I don’t need on that
particular day. I want to focus on Cornelius, not Peter. Later I will come
back to the story of Peter and say something like: “Remember how I told
you Peter also had a vision? Well, this was his vision”. Then I tell them
that part of the story. Was I wrong to not include it the first time? I don’t
think so—it would only have made the story much longer and added
details that I needed to add only later. So think and pray through your story
and decide what to leave out, but remember never to add anything to God’s
word.

Talking about salaam
As you practice proclamation, you are looking for entry points. Another

entry point is to talk about salaam or peace. Every day your friends will
wish for peace in the lives of the people they meet. Many will even greet



the angels they believe to be on their shoulders with: “Al-salaamu
alaykum.”

We know that in the Garden of Eden there was perfect peace. Sin,
however, broke that peace. Now there is war; there is enmity with God;
there is shame. We are separated from God by our sin. I have never met a
Muslim who will not admit to having sin in their lives, once we carefully
define what sin is. They will also eventually admit that there is no
guarantee that they can do enough good works to get to heaven. Their only
hope is the mercy of God. However, the average Muslim must admit there
is no real hope because in the end God does what he wants on any given
day. He will determine your destiny.

Genuine salaam or peace with God involves four elements of life. The
first is our relationship to God. This relationship is primary. Without it,
there is no peace in any other aspect of life. One of the best authors that I
know on this subject is Bryant Meyers in his book Walking with the Poor.
Meyers does an excellent job of describing the nuances of what it means to
be impoverished due to our lack of salaam or shalom. Our sin has
separated us from God and there is no return. We have dishonored God
because of our sin. Honor and shame are fundamental to the majority of
Muslims. As you discuss this subject, help them understand that our sin
dishonors God; it brings shame upon us because we do not measure up to
the perfect nature of God himself. As our Creator, God expects us to live in
right relationship to him, and always to do the right things. God is holy and
he cannot allow someone who has dishonored him into his presence.
Instead, he must be holy and just and punish those who have dishonored
him. As such, we are all separated from God and facing judgment that is
both deserved and earned by us.

In an honor-and-shame society there is no such thing as “mercy,” which
would allow the one who has brought shame to be restored. Instead, a
penalty must be paid; often a blood sacrifice must be offered. Then, and
only then, can honor be restored. As strange as it may seem to us, this is



why a father can justify taking the life of a son or daughter who has
brought shame on the family, even though it is illegal and abhorrent. In his
mind, however, honor can only be restored by that blood sacrifice.

God too requires a blood sacrifice, which is why in Paul’s letter to the
Philippians he writes that Jesus endured the “shame” of the cross. He
doesn’t mean that the cross was embarrassing—in the way that we usually
use the word “shame.” Rather, Paul is referring to the way the shame of us
all bore down on Jesus so that honor could be restored.

Your Muslim friend will understand this. Honor can only be restored by
someone who takes on the dishonor to restore honor to the family. Jesus
bore our shame, the Bible says, so we can be restored to the family. What
wonderful news for your Muslim friend! Peace only comes when honor
has been restored, and it is only restored in the wonderful work of Jesus on
the cross. Normally a Muslim will argue with you that Jesus could not have
died on the cross, because they have no framework for understanding
Jesus’ death. This, however, provides them with an understanding as to
why Jesus had to die.

Once honor has been restored with God, then it can also be restored
between fellow men. Now we can love our neighbor as Jesus commanded
us—this is why you do good works and care for those around you.
Remember what we talked about with presence? This work of God is what
makes you different from everyone around you. You can even love your
enemy. This concept bothers Muslims deeply. How can one love his or her
enemy?

Eid al-Adha
There are other entry points to getting to the gospel, but I only want to

mention one more. The story of Abraham and the sacrifice of his son Isaac
is in Genesis 22.



Every year your friend will celebrate the Eid al-Adha also known as “The
Greater Eid.” It is even more important than Eid al Fitr, which ends
Ramadan. It is a time in which they remember the faith of Abraham as he
went to sacrifice his son. In the Old Testament, this story is, of course,
about Isaac, but in the Qur’an, the son is identified as Ishmael. This
festival is like Christmas to you and me. New clothes are purchased and
they celebrate for three to seven days. In the West your friends may have to
work on those days, but they will do everything in their power to take them
off. If you are in a position of influence, encourage your supervisor to let
them off or give them the time off yourself, just as you would appreciate
having time off for Christmas.

If you celebrate with them—often you will be invited to their homes—ask
them to tell you the story of the sacrifice. At this point it is not important to
worry about the name of the son being offered as a sacrifice. Eventually
you will want to make sure your friend knows what the Bible says.
However, during their celebration is not the time to argue.

It is, however, the time to celebrate the substitutionary atonement of the
Lamb. What better Old Testament story to demonstrate the fact that the son
was condemned to die? Abraham was ready to take his life, but then God
gave a substitute! Honestly, your friend has probably not thought a lot
about that part of the story. When he or she tells the story, they will
probably talk about the faith of Abraham and how we too need that kind of
faith. However, you can bring out the other aspect of the story and talk to
them about the lamb that took the place of the son condemned to die.

You can bring out the fact that Jesus took your place as you were also
condemned to die due to the nature of your sin; you had dishonored God
with your life. But God provided a Substitute, one who lived a perfect life,
who could take our shame and restore our honor as no one else ever could.
I believe this is one of those stories that God provided for us to share with
Muslims. This feast is important and they love the story. Help them see the
whole story; don’t be afraid to share the beauty of the Lamb!



Using the Qur’an
If you have done much reading on evangelism to Muslims, at this point

you might be asking about whether it is legitimate to use the Qur’an in
evangelism. I can only share with you what I have seen and experienced.

Some Christians have developed a way of evangelism which seeks to
explain the gospel from the words of the Qur’an. One version of this is
called “the camel method,” —and some have argued that it is an effective
bridge to the gospel. There is a whole chapter in the Qur’an called Miriam
and it talks about Mary the mother of Jesus. The chapter talks about Jesus’
virgin birth and elevates him above all others. It talks about him being the
“word” of God. Islam also suggests that Jesus is with God now and that he
will return one day to judge the living and the dead. There are a lot of
bridges here that can potentially be used.

Let me say something about a bridge: no one camps out on a bridge. If
you choose to use the Qur’an as a bridge, let me encourage you to get off it
as quickly as you can. For example, Muslims, if they choose to be
combative, will suggest that you believe God had relations with Mary and
Jesus was born as a result. This thought is vulgar to me and I won’t hesitate
to point that out. I will then point out that the Qur’an says the same thing
as the Gospels (Injil) say about the virgin birth. But then I move on and try
and return to the Bible.

Let me remind you of three things if you are going to use the Qur’an in
evangelism and apologetics with a Muslim.

First, realize that your friend might not know much about the
Qur’an. Since it is only authoritative in Arabic (the Arabic of the time
of Muhammed), they might not understand it even if they can quote it.
They were never taught to study it, but only memorize it. So they may
or may not believe you when you say the Qur’an says this or that.



Second, since the Qur’an is only authoritative in the original
Arabic, your translation is always considered to be faulty. So the
argument can always be made that you don’t really understand what it
says.
Third, remember the law of abrogation: what comes after takes
precedence over what comes first. In the beginning Muhammad sought
to have good relations with both the Christians and the Jews; however,
that changed over time. In the beginning, the holy books were the
Torah (the Old Testament), Zabur (the Psalms and Proverbs), Injil (the
Gospels) and the Qur’an. Over time it was said that the Torah, Zabur
and Injil were corrupted and not to be trusted. What you read may in
fact be corrected by a surah later in the Qur’an or some other writing.

For these reasons I try and stick just to the word of God, the Bible, and I
don’t worry a lot about the Qur’an. There are others who disagree with me.
They have valid points and are quite capable when using the Qur’an.

Many Muslim-background believers are quite effective when using the
Qur’an and comparing it with the Bible. They can often use the Qur’an in
ways that you and I cannot. There are other Western apologists that are
also quite capable in using the Qur’an. I would suggest that you pray and
seek the Father as to how much of the Qur’an you want to try to learn and
use. My encouragement is to immerse yourself in God’s word and use it to
demonstrate truth.

Sometimes when we tell a story that is common to both the Qur’an and
the Bible, our Muslim friend will want to tell their version as well. I will
often, out of common courtesy, allow them to tell their version either
before or after I tell the biblical version. When they tell their version, I will
listen and not interrupt, and then insist they do the same. We then compare
and contrast the stories, always asking for application at the end. What
does this story teach us about God, and how must it change our lives?



Life under God: life with the Father
Islam teaches you that God is involved in every aspect of your life. For a

Muslim, whatever happens was written by God and predetermined. What
that means for you is that you can approach life with your Muslim friend
and always talk about God. Every aspect of their lives is centered around
God and his plan for them, which does not sound so different from what a
Christian would say.

The biggest difference is the nature of the relationship. A Muslim is
subject to a God who is intricately involved in life. But a Christian lives a
life with God, who is intimately involved as your Father with your life—
and you are his son or daughter. What a difference that should make in the
way we live! We can have a joy and confidence in life that is unknown to a
Muslim, who lives constantly without the assurance of forgiveness. So the
challenge for us is to live that life and show what it means to know peace
with God now. Talk about God and what he is doing in your life and in the
world. Be a spiritual rock that lives a life worthy of the gospel.

Make straight the path
Now you are sharing biblical truth with your friend, and you are living

your life in such a way that the gospel is demonstrated; they are seeing
your struggles, pains and how you find solace in Jesus. You pray to him
and honor him in every aspect of your life. Surely, you might think, I will
see my friend come to faith. If only that were true!

I wish I could share with you some silver bullet that works every time and
will bring great conviction to your friend and will humble them to the point
of giving their lives to Jesus, but you know it doesn’t work like that. The
amazing thing about God is that he is the one who converts; it is not you,
not your words and not your winning personality. I think that is what I like
most about evangelism.



My job is to tell the story, share the good news, and make straight the
path. John the Baptist said that was his job, as he quoted Isaiah and said he
was to:

…make straight the way for the Lord. 

John 1 v 23

The picture in Isaiah was of the coming of a king. When I lived in a country
that had a king, every once in a while he would make his rounds and come
to my town. It was always a huge event. I remember one time; they had just
finished construction of an Islamic library near my house. In front of the
library there was a nice little park that hadn’t been touched by a gardener in
years. You could still see the beauty that once was, but now it was in
disarray. Where I lived they liked to paint the sides of the road to tell you
where you could park and where it was prohibited. They hadn’t been
painted in years.

About a month before the king was due to inaugurate the library, things
started to change. An army of gardeners came and tore out the weeds and
fixed up the grass in the park. Painters came and painted the curbs. They
even repaved the street the king would travel down to visit the library. The
day of his arrival, the place was transformed: flowers were planted, holes
were filled in, streets were swept, and everything looked amazing. The way
was made ready for the king.

In our outreach we are called to do much the same. We are called to make
ready the way for the Lord; to make his paths straight and smooth. This
means we are to share the gospel in ways our friends can understand.
Answer their questions as best we can. Get to work on their biases and
presuppositions as to what a “real” Christian is. Allow room for the Holy
Spirit to work in the life of our friends. We are never called to convert
them, convince them, or change them—only to share truth with them in
love, and make straight the path of the Lord.



Making straight the path is not insisting that they dress and look like us. It
is not telling them that they have to change their culture, eat pork or drink
alcohol. In fact, our goal should be that on the outside they look very much
the same when they come to Christ. They don’t need to dress like us, eat
like us, or act like us to come to faith.

I learned a long time ago that worship in a church placed in a culture
different from mine should feel very different. Their culture, cultural
preferences and worship styles will be different from mine. There is
nothing wrong with that! There are universal truths of the Christian faith,
but there is no universal style to Christian believing, belonging and
worshiping.

In fact our end goal for a first-generation church plant of Muslim-
background believers should be one that worships in their heart language,
sings in their own cultural style, and preaches and teaches using their
preferred methods. It should be very different and might not be
comfortable for me, but that isn’t my goal, is it? My goal, my heart, is to
see worshiping Muslim-background believers, whether Westerners or first-
generation immigrants, joyfully loving Jesus.

Reflection

Think about how you came to faith in Christ. What story from the
Bible can you explicitly link your story with for your Muslim
friends?
Do you understand the idea of salaam—peace—in Muslim
thinking and how it relates to the peace we can have with God
through Christ? Try explaining it to a friend using Romans 5 v 1-2.
Which ideas in these verses will be especially difficult or attractive
for a Muslim to hear?



Do you think you would be comfortable with, or capable of,
sharing the gospel from the Qur’an?
How easy will you find it to talk about the way the Lord is
intimately involved in your life? Is there a challenge here for your
own walk with God?

Working with Muslim families—some do’s and don’ts

What you should do:

1. Research and find the Muslim neighborhoods in your area.
Find ways to interface with local residents through volunteering at
centers that offer free food, diapers, clothing, tutoring or English
classes.

2. Ladies, don’t be afraid to sit down next to Muslim mothers
who are in the park with their children. Start talking about the
children and engage them in conversation. Set up another day to
meet there and bring a few refreshments to share. Ask for their
phone number and send them a few simple encouraging texts or a
funny picture before your next meeting. Ask lots of questions.
Discover what their needs are and volunteer to help. You may very
well end up taking them to the doctor, helping them understand a
letter they received in the mail, explaining how to do some of their
children’s homework. Ask questions about how they spend their
time. If they confess to being lonely, invite them over for a cup of
tea and a play date with the children. Ask them if they have friends
outside of their culture and volunteer to be one.



3. Do ask Muslim women you meet if they know anyone who
needs help with conversational English and offer to go to their
home or meet them at a café.

4. Women should feel free to approach Muslim women who are
older or younger than you. Typically they are pleased to make a
friend of any age. If they do not have extended family nearby, they
will be very excited to spend time with women the same age as
their mother, grandmother, sister or aunt. It meets a need and fills a
loss. If you give their children permission to call you auntie or
grandma, they will be very honored.

5. Do spend time with Muslim women in their home or yours.
They will be more comfortable than if you meet at a café or
restaurant.

6. Always take your shoes off when you enter a Muslim home,
even when they tell you not to. Men, when you enter the house,
make sure your friend’s wife has had time to cover her head with a
scarf, if that is her custom.

7. Do reach out to the whole family. If a Muslim family begins to
follow Christ, as opposed to an individual, they have a built-in
support system when word gets out and persecution begins. After
contact has been made and a friendship started with a member of
the same sex, every effort should be made by your family to meet
the rest of the family and establish relationships with everyone, so
that husbands are reaching husbands and wives sharing with
wives. Remember that families reach families; make that a priority
in your strategy.

8. When you enter a room full of Muslims, men should go around
and shake every other man’s hand. Females should shake hands



with or kiss on the cheek every female present. Greetings are
important.

9. When you are invited to a Muslim home, take a box of cookies
or candy, nuts, some juice or sodas. Even a very small gesture is
noted and appreciated.

10. Interact with and love their children but do not try to
evangelize them. It will be the end of your relationship. Share
your faith with the parents; the children will hear and absorb.
Maybe they will be the first in the family to come to Christ when
they are adults.

11. When you have a relationship with a Muslim family, they will
see how you raise your children and will soon be asking you
for advice. That advice can lead to sharing biblical principles and
to very good discussions.

12. If you are invited by your Muslim friends to celebrate a
religious holiday, birthday, wedding or other special event, go
and expect to spend several hours. Remember presence is
important. Sometimes there are no opportunities to share faith at
these events but new relationships are made and opportunities
arise for very meaningful conversations.

13. Every time they share a need or problem, ask them if you can
pray for them and do it immediately in the name of Jesus.
When issues are resolved, remind them that it was through Jesus
the Messiah—who has power over evil spirits, nature, health, and
death—that their prayer was answered.

14. Do ask questions about their faith to initiate dialogue and ask
if you can share what you believe. If you are discussing issues
related to being a women, share stories about how God provided



food for women in need (Elijah and the widow), children for those
who are barren (Hannah and Sarah), safety and protection for
Abigail, presence and guidance for Hagar, healing for the woman
with an issue of blood, life to a little girl and a widow’s only son.

15. Do take flowers to the hospital if they have a baby and a gift
for the baby after they are home.

16. Do rejoice if they tell you they are having dreams about God
or Jesus speaking to them. If you can relate what is being said in
the dreams to a Bible verse or story, don’t hesitate to share it with
them. Follow up with them about how God is working in their life.

What you should not do:

1. Never stop visiting a Muslim friend if it is awkward at first or
there are long awkward pauses. Often they have the television
on, so watch it a little; then when you think of something else to
discuss, go at it again. Play with the children. Be a learner and ask
lots of questions about their country, religion, culture and food. If
you are a woman, ask them how to make one of their traditional
dishes. If you are a man, talk to them about “futbal” (Soccer in the
American context); most of the men love sports.

2. Do not shake hands with the opposite sex unless they offer a
hand first.

3. Don’t become disheartened when they tell you the Bible is
corrupted. Be prepared to tell them what the Qur’an says about
the Bible and how we have Biblical texts dating from times before
the Qur’an was written. Refer to the resources at the end of the
book to help you with these types of disagreements. Mostly be



consistent and honest as you discuss these issues. Don’t take
offense and try not to give offense.

4. Don’t be surprised when you invite a Muslim friend to go
somewhere and she always, no matter what the occasion, has
her kids in tow. She has total responsibility for the children, and
even if the father is home, he will often expect her to take them
with her.

5. Don’t tell a Muslim friend about another seeker who is asking
questions, studying the Bible, attending church or has made a
profession of faith. This can result in persecution for the one
seeking. Only that seeker has the right to share with others.

6. Don’t become disillusioned if you find out that something they
told you is not true. Lying is okay in their assessment if it
prevents shame or embarrassment. Remember, you are working
with people from a shame-and-honor society.

7. Don’t expect Muslim women to have high self-esteem or
confidence. Some will, but in a Muslim court of law it takes two
women’s testimonies to equal that of a man. In many Muslim
countries she has few rights, even regarding her children, and the
sons are always valued more than daughters. Her future is often
decided for her—even who she will marry.

8. Don’t be taken aback when your Muslim friend is very
possessive and wants you to be best friends with him or her
only. There is not always a lot of trust between people outside of
the family, so fewer friends are better in their estimation.

9. Don’t be discouraged when they say “no” to Christ, even when
you know he is dealing with them. They are afraid. The



repercussions are very great. Let them count the cost in their own
time and in their own way.

Fatima’s story

Fatima grew up in a difficult family to say the least. She was never
allowed to attend school, always had to work around the house, and
was subject to verbal and physical abuse by her brothers and other
family members. When she was old enough, she escaped to Europe,
where she thought she would be safe.

Since she had never been to school, Fatima had never learned to read or
write. Now she was living in a country where she couldn’t speak the
language very well, where she didn’t have legal residency and had no
family to help her. She was able to find some jobs cleaning houses, but
that didn’t pay well, so it wasn’t long before she turned to prostitution.
It wasn’t something she wanted to do; she knew it was wrong but it
paid the bills and enabled her to stay in the country and not return
home.

Soon she met a man who took her in, and once again she knew it was
wrong to live with him without being married—but because of her legal
status there was no simple way to marry him. She soon had two
children, both boys, but by then her “husband” had gone back to his old
ways and was abusing drugs and sometimes her. Her children were
nationals of the country she was living in because her “husband” had
signed the birth certificates, but she was still un-documented. She knew
she needed to leave him, but it was difficult since he provided her and
her children with a home where she was relatively safe.

It was then that she met some followers of Jesus. She started working
for them and they welcomed her, not as a servant in their home but as a



friend who worked for them. They treated her with respect and paid her
an honest wage. They even helped her with the children from time to
time and started trying to help her get legal status. But there was more;
they also started telling her stories of Isa—Jesus.

These stories were unlike anything she had heard before. These stories
were true, Fatima could tell. It wasn’t long before she met some women
from her former country who were now followers of Jesus. She
couldn’t believe it, and she couldn’t get the stories out of her mind. She
also couldn’t deny how these followers of Jesus were so different from
everyone else she met.

So she started going to their Bible study. They told more stories of
Jesus and other stories from the Torah. These stories were so different.
This Jesus was not who she expected. In the end, she had no choice—
she knew she had to follow him too. Just like the other women, she
couldn’t resist any longer. She made a choice and decided to follow
Jesus.
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